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Happy Holidays to all of you and to your furred or feathered 

friends. I hope this note finds you all well. I wanted to remind 

each of you about the importance of having an up-to-date plan 

for your pet if you unexpectedly cannot care for it yourself. None 

of us expect to become suddenly ill, or worse. But it can and 

does happen. If your Pet Plan of Support is current and in a 

green bag in your refrigerator, along with your own emergency 

information (in the red bag), emergency responders can access 

it and should have one or two real people listed who know your 

pet and its routine, have permission to enter your home, and can 

temporarily care for the pet. A copy of the form should go to So-

cial Services. It is important not to use “Pet Partners” as your pet 

caregiver contact. The organization does not know your pet and 

most individual members do not have permission to enter your 

home. This delays getting attention to your animal, who is un-

doubtedly already stressed. 

So please, take time to check your pet information, update 

it, and be sure it is available in your refrigerator and in Social 

Services. If you don’t have the form or the green bag, please talk 

to Social Services and they will get you what you need. In addi-

tion, we will have the supplies at the Pet Partners membership 

meetings. Hopefully, you won’t have a need to use the informa-

tion, but it is very important to have it if you should. 

Once you have checked on your Pet Plan of Support and 

have it all current, have a wonderful holiday and great New Year, 

with no worries for you or your pet! 

Guest Speaker 

December 12th, 2:00 PM 

Quinault Auditorium 
 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

As of December, VP/Treasurer, Edith Bryan, reported 
a bank balance of  $1,871.41 

PET PLACEMENT AND ADOPTION 

Pet Partners often receives requests from residents who 
want to adopt a pet or find placement for pets. We help if we 
can, but it is really not under the purview of Pet Partners. 

To adopt a pet, the local Animal Services and rescues usu-
ally have some great candidates for adoption. 

As Becky says, to find placement for pets is where your Pet 
Plan of Support arrangements are critical. You should have a 
plan for who will care for your pet if you are temporarily unable 
to do so. Even more important, you should have a plan for who 
will care for your pet if you are permanently unable to do so. 
This does happen. Love your pet. Plan for the unexpected. 

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 

PANORAMA PET PARTNERS presents: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Kim Martin of the Hawks Prairie Veterinary Hospi-

tal, tells us about her unique Holistic Veterinary Center. 
Holistic medicine is a form of healing that considers 

the whole person— or in our case, pet— in the quest for 
optimal health and wellness. In 2015, Dr. Martin founded 
the Holistic Veterinary Center, a practice dedicated to fear-
free and integrative medicine. Her pet treatments may in-
clude eastern elements, such as acupuncture, medicinal 
herbs, and traditional Chinese food therapy, alongside her 
more “western” veterinary tool belt. 

Join us on December 12th, as she tells us about her 
holistic blend of East and West, based pm the lifestyle and 
preferences of each patient’s at-home care team. 

SPECIAL REQUEST 
 
Jim Lengenfelder, a Panorama resident, is working 

on a special project for a holiday tree. He needs 17 tuna 
or cat food tins, which will be welded to make the tree. 

If you can help, please contact Jim at: 
3938 Holladay Park Loop 

Phone number: 5739 
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Piglet, the deaf blind pink puppy 
was rescued from a hoarding situation 
in Georgia, along with his mother and 
three litter mates. He is a Dachshund 
Chihuahua mix, and the product of two 
dapple colored parents. Dapple to dap-
ple breeding results in a 25% chance of 
each puppy being “double dapple.” This 
double dapple color pattern is linked to 
congenital ear and eye defects that may 
result in partially or completely deaf/
blind puppies. Piglet is deaf and blind. 

Piglet traveled to Connecticut on 
March 4, 2017 because he wasn’t doing 
well in the rescue. He was a 1-1/2 
pound screaming baby. We were plan-
ning on fostering Piglet until he found 
his forever home. As things happen, his 
foster home was his forever home. Our 
family (Dr. Shapiro’s) adopted Piglet in 
May, 2017. 

After Months of screaming and 
severe separation anxiety, Piglet finally 
got into a routine snuggling in his dad’s 
arms, playing with his dog pack siblings, 
taking walks down the street, traveling 
to house calls with his veterinarian 
mom, visiting the animal hospital to see 
his BFFs, and visiting his friends at the 
bank and pet stores. He is very popular 
wherever he goes as he has a way of  
creating smiles on the faces of every-
one he meets. 

Piglet continues to grow and adapt 
to all sorts of new challenges. He’s 
taken trips to Maine, New Hampshire, 

as a representative for animal welfare 
organizations and as a motivator for 
positive human behavior. He has been 
instrumental as an empowering exam-
ple to children everywhere and espe-
cially with the disabled.  His motto is 
work with what you have and don’t 
worry about what you don’t have. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Piglet’s Mission: 

 Encourage spay/neuter of dogs 
and cats. 

 Educate about severe conse-
quences of double dapple/merle 
breeding. 

 Inspire and motivate others to 
adopt special needs pets. 

 Facilitate Piglet Mindset outreach 
to teachers and students. 

 Fundraise for special needs dog 
rescues and other nonprofit or-
ganizations. 

 Put a smile on faces all around 
the world. 

 
Piglet does the smile part, considered 
his motto, extremely well. 

A LITTLE DOG TEACHES KIDS A BIG LESSON 

Excerpts from October 2019 “People” Magazine and article by Dr. Melissa Shapiro DVM  from pinkpigletpuppy.org 

New Orleans, Los Angeles and to 
Princeton University, where he takes 
walks and meets many dog-loving 
college students. 

In October 2017, he was a ce-
lebrity guest at a Halloween fund-
raiser for a new Fairfield, CT-based 
company that employs disabled 
young adults to bake and sell dog 
treats. The company is called Woof-
gang and Company. Piglet and his 
12-year old rescued terrier sister, 
Susie, wore adorable pumpkin cos-
tumes as they participated in the 
Halloween parade. Piglet celebrated 
his first birthday at the Woofgang 
store. A Brownie Troop was invited to 
the party to learn about disabled 
dogs. 

We have raised thousands of 
dollars for Piglet’s rescue and special 
needs dog rescues, with fundraisers 
selling her pink Piglet line of mer-
chandise, which have been sent to 
many countries all around the world,  
as well as most states around the 
USA. 

We are most proud that a third 
grade teacher in Plainville, Massa-
chusetts, used Piglet’s “The Story of 
Piglet:  the deaf, blind, pink puppy” 
educational PDF to teach her class 
about how Piglet’s positive mindset 
has helped him to overcome chal-
lenges. Piglet was so inspiring to the 
children that they decided as a class 
to use Piglet as their growth mindset 
role model and face each day in a 
“Piglet State of Mind” to grow as stu-
dents and individuals. When prob-
lems arise at home, the children’s 
parents describe their kids asking, 
“What would Piglet do?” The stu-
dents sent beautiful hand drawn 
cards with messages to Piglet, which 
left us speechless. 

Piglet has gone to multiple 
states and been part of many events, 
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the same time, Mr. Snyder was 
busy with the mower cutting the 
grass for hay. He was enjoying the 
mildness and serenity of the day 
when it was suddenly shattered by 
a deafening yowl and a streak of 
white shooting across the meadow. 
Tom, in the deep grass concentrat-
ing on the quail failed to watch for 
the mower. Mr. Snyder, concentrat-
ing on the chore at hand, failed to 
see the cat in the deep grass. The 
mower blade had cut off Tom’s 
lovely white tail. 

We didn’t see Tom White for a 
week or so and wondered if he had 
survived. But at last, he reap-
peared, tailless but still hearty, fol-
lowing Mr. Snyder up to the milk 
porch for his morning saucer of 
milk. He seemed to have healed 
well, coped with any damage to his 
sense of balance or pride. But that 
charming little mini-parade wasn’t 
nearly so fetching without a tall 
white banner of a tail marking the 
path. 

Schnauzers have spent a 
good part of their existence wag-
ing dedicated genocide against 
cats. Frenesi is a true Schnauzer 
and loyal to her calling. The sight 
of a cat organizes all her powers 
and she’ll chase on as long as it’ll 
run. She’ll scramble up into the 
most impossible spot—the top of 
the woodpile, into the haymow, 
through fences—in hot pursuit. If a 
cat is treed (and most of them 
are), she’ll patrol the tree trunk for 
hours waiting for a return to 
ground, or leap wildly against the 
bole, barking in the hope that this 
will so unnerve the cat that it will 
fall. 

But Shakey-Pickle had kit-
tens. I always thought Shakey-
Pickle was the world’s ugliest cat. 
She has so many physical disabili-
ties (palsy, faulty occlusion, 
chronic sniffles, and bad breath), 
that this was her first successful 
litter in three years and many 
pregnancies. She still has two of 
her four offspring, and has been 
giving them intensive training in 
survival as only she can under-
stand it. One kitten not only 
learned well all his mother taught, 
but also has stolen the distinction 
of “World’s Ugliest Cat.” He’s a 
sort of sooty grey-brown with a 
face that looks like moldy bread. 
As Mr. Parsons puts it, “You can 
hardly tell which of them spots his 
eyes are looking out of.” He’s 
skinny, dull of coat, and small of 
stature—maybe six inches high at 
the shoulders and might make it 
past 14 ounces weighed wringing 
wet.  

Yesterday Frenesi spotted 
that kitten and started her at-
tack...but the kitten didn’t run! He 
stood his ground, bristled to twice 

THE CAT WHO COULDN’T HEAR 

From South Fork Sketches, By Katherine W. Johnson 

Katherine Johnson is the 

mother of our Pet Partners 

President, Becky Johnson. Becky 

has kindly allowed us to use 

some of the stories in her 

mother’s books, in which she 

shares her memories of family 

members, pets and special occa-

sions. 

 

Tom White was a barn cat. He 
lived his life quite apart from hu-
mans, even though he would will-
ingly accept an offered treat. Mostly, 
he made his living wandering wher-
ever hunting seemed most promis-
ing. He caught mice in the hay 
mows, moles from the lawns, baby 
rabbits, crickets, whatever crossed 
his path, and he did it very well. He 
was sleek and agile, good to look at 
with his meticulously groomed white 
fur and his bright blue eyes. 

We would see him mostly in the 
mornings: Mr. Snyder would milk the 
two cows and walk from barn to milk 
porch with a bucket of warm milk in 
each hand. Tom would follow di-
rectly behind, but at a respectful 
distance, holding his long white tail 
like a banner. It was sort of morning 
mini-parade. Just before reaching 
the milk porch door, Mr. Snyder 
spilled a little milk into the saucer 
waiting there, and Tom lapped it up. 

Like many white cats (was he 
albino?), Tom was completely deaf. 
He ordered his life by sight, by 
smell, or by the tiny or heavy vibra-
tions made by passing creatures. He 
had figured out farm equipment and 
so paid no heed to a nearby tractor 
or hay wagon. 

During the time we lived with 
him, he had only one unfortunate 
experience. It was a warm spring 
day and he was up in the high pas-
ture quietly stalking quail babies. At 

Tom White and companion bask-

ing in the morning sun. 

HUMILIATION 

Katherine W. Johnson, “Scatterings” 



 

-4- 

his ordinary size, back arched and tail 
straight up. And then he bared tiny teeth 
and hissed. Frenesi braked to a quick 
stop, appalled and insulted at such dis-
regard for protocol, rules of the game, 
logic, etc. Instead of hot pursuit, she 
was faced with the decision as to what 
her next move should be. Should she 
close in and grab this bristling, hissing 
bundle of hostility? (I’ve felt the same 
hesitation faced with exterminating a 
wasp.) Could she make a more effective 
approach from a different direction? 
(The cat merely pivoted and faced her 
again.) Finally, Frenesi just sat down 
and pondered while the kitten walked 
quietly back to the barn 

Frenesi has lost face, not only as an 
intrepid canine, but as a true Schnauzer. 
She must figure out a new approach to 
cats that don’t run; or worse still, she’ll 
have to accept living with certain cats—
ugly ones at that. All of it is hard on a 
dog of limited intellect.  

Frenesi is confused. She’s embar-
rassed. She’s suffering. 

 

Because common cats aren’t 

just going to outright say those 

three little words. Here are the tell-

tale signs that your feline friend is 

giving you heart-eyes. 

Cats demonstrate their devotion to 
their humans in a number of important 
and obvious ways, if you know what to 
look for. There is even some reason to 
think that we misunderstand cats when 
they are asking for attention and mis-
take this for a desire to be fed. Here are 
just a few of the silent but sure ways 
your cat tells you that he loves you. 

Territorial Tenderness:  Watch your 
cat move around in his territory (a.k.a. 
your house). He’ll walk with his tail 
straight up in the air, perpendicular to 
his body, perhaps with a slight kink at 
the tip. This upright tail is a sign of af-
fection between cats and, now, between 
us and our cats. Similarly, cats who like 
each other a lot will rub on one another 
mostly using their faces. 

When your cat rubs his face 
against your ankles, he’s expressing the 
same level of affection for you that he 
has for a trusted cat. Given the choice, 
he’d rub against your face but you’re 
usually a bit too high up for that. We’re 
often irritated by cats who jump on the 
counter, but they’re often trying to get 
closer to give us a good face rub. 
They’ll  rub their faces on inanimate 
things: doorways, chair legs, or other 
furniture more often when you’re close 
by. 

Friendly Fondness:  Cats who have 
been raised together have a few other 
ways of expressing their affection for 
each other. They may be found curled 
up together sleeping in a heap—even 
when it’s warm and they don’t need 
each other's heat. So when your cat hits 
your lap and curls up contentedly, you 
should know that this is love as well. 

The bond between cats is further 
strengthened by grooming each other. 
Of course, doing that keeps them 
cleaner than they might otherwise per-
haps be. More important, though, it’s a 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HUMILIATION (continued) 

Katherine W. Johnson, “Scatterings” 

mark of the power of friendship. 
Your stroking is the same pow-

erful bonding. They love that you 
have focused your attention on 
them, moving your hands along 
their fur (particularly around their 
head and neck). It means that you 
two are family. Some cats will try to 
groom you back, but it may be an-
noying, given the barbs on their 
tongue that are helpful for efficient 
fur care. If you act as if it’s unpleas-
ant, he’ll stop. 

Sentimental Salutations:  Cats 
who care for one another often have 
a greeting that is made from a high-
pitched sort of forced air between 
the upper and lower lip. You may 
find that this is commonly a way that 
your cat greets you. Of course, the 
truly loving cat will begin to purr as 
you come closer and closer. 

Some cats are more likely to be 
bonded to their humans than others, 
a function of learning as a kitten, to 
be sure, but part of it is genetic as 
well. Kittens socialized between 3 
and 8 weeks to multiple humans are 
much more likely to grow into adults 
that love their people. There’s a 
genetic predisposition, too. It’s com-
monly referred to as the “boldness 
gene.” This gene is carried by 
males and conveys a willingness to 
become close to humans, to like 
them, and to prefer their compan-
ionship. 

 

Frenesi deals with her humilia-

tion and fall from grace. 

HOW CATS SAY, I LOVE YOU 

Elizabeth Colleran, DVM, DABVP (feline practice) 
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The U.S. Food and Drug 

Administration is following re-

ports of dogs with a heart condi-

tion that may be tied to certain 

pet foods containing peas, len-

tils, other legume seeds or pota-

toes as main ingredients. 

Certain diets may be tied to 
cases of heart problems in dogs. 

In July 2018, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration (FDA) alerted 
pet owners and veterinarians of 
reports that some dogs eating cer-
tain pet food with peas, lentils, other 
legume seeds or potatoes were 
diagnosed with dilated cardio-
myopathy (DCM). Those ingredients 
seem to be common in some “grain-
free” diets, but diets containing 
grains were also represented in the 
reports. A small number of cases 
reported involved dogs who ate a 
home-cooked diet. 

What is canine dilated cardio-

myopathy (DCM): 
In DCM, a dog’s heart and its 

chambers become narrower, the heart 
has a harder time pumping and heart 
valves may leak. These symptoms can 
lead to a buildup of fluids in the dog’s 
chest and abdomen. 

If your dog ever shows signs of 
DCM or other heart conditions, includ-
ing decreased energy, cough, difficulty 
breathing or episodes of collapse, con-
tact your veterinarian. 

What’s being done? 
The FDA is working with laborato-

ries, veterinarians, animal nutritionists 
and other scientists, as well as pet food 
manufacturers to better understand the 
cases and potential ties to diet. 

What should I do? 
If you want to know whether your 

pet’s food is one of the diets being dis-
cussed, review the ingredient list to see 
whether legumes and/or potatoes are 
listed as main ingredients (which typi-

COULD GRAIN-FREE DIETS DAMAGE MY DOG’S HEART? 

THE U.S. FOOD AND DRUG ADMINISTRATION 

Cats are creatures of habit. They like having their own space, their own toys, and their own stuff. They can 
share an cohabitate, but they need something that is theirs to be happy. If they think something that belongs to 
them is being taken over by something else, including you, the owner, they will feel threatened...So, they will an-
swer a threat sometimes. They have to let everyone know they own it. The natural way to do this is to claim it and to 
mark it with urine. This is like writing their name on things. Sometimes, just putting their scent on something, or in a 
certain area, will make them feel secure, especially if they feel out of place, nervous or fearful. 

They are not being spiteful. They are upset over something. They need to be reassured. You need to make 
sure that your cat does not have a medical problem. If the veterinarian tells you the he/she is fine, then think about 
what is going on in his/her life. First give him/her lots of attention. They need to know that you care. Don’t scream at 
them. Don’t rub its nose in it. Don’t throw them into the litter box. This will make them more nervous, more upset, 
and more afraid of the litter box. 

Some things that could cause them to spray or mark are you bringing home something new such as another 
cat, dog, baby or furniture. If it’s another pet then introduce them slowly. Let them get used to each other. Remem-
ber to let them know that you still love them. They will need lots of your attention to accept this change. If you bring 
home a new family member, have your cat acclimated to the smells and sounds that accompany them. Cats need 
assurance of their place in your home and heart. Outside cats may be marking your yard, claiming it. Well, your cat 
will claim it too. They will let them know this is not their yard, by peeing on windows, glass doors, and anywhere 
they think they will notice. You can help your cat feel secure by getting rid of the cats. Contact the owners and ask 
them to keep their cats closer to home. If they are strays, call a local humane society. If you cannot keep the cats 
away, block the vision of them by using newspaper, foil or reflective tape over the window. Cats will not spray 
unless they have to. Once you know what is bothering your cat, it will be important to clean the areas marked with a 
special enzymatic cleaner that is specially made to take away the scent. Otherwise your cat may continue to mark 
there. There is also a pheromone spray called Feliway, which can be very calming to some cats and reduces the 
urge to spray and mark. If you spray this around the areas that your cat has marked, it may calm them. They need 
you to help them feel secure. They don’t want to lose anything, especially you. 

cally show up before the first vita-
min or mineral ingredient).  

The FDA was not advising 
dietary changes as of February 
2019, but you can discuss that 
with your veterinarian, taking into 
account your dog’s specific needs 
and medical history. 

The FDA has also asked pet 
owners and veterinary profession-
als to report cases of DCM in 
dogs’ diet. 

Where do I find the most up-
to-date information? 

 Ask your veterinarian. 

 Read all the official informa-
tion from the FDA at fda.gov. 
 
 

SPRAYING AND MARKING  (Indoor Pet Initiative, Ohio University) 
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sides. But lately, scientists favor 
this scenario: The expert four-
legged hunters took the initiative, 
scavenging—skittish at first, then 
bolder—on the scraps of human 
settlements. The most fearless 
survived the longest, and natural 
selection did the rest. In the proc-
ess, dog skulls, snouts, and teeth 
got smaller as handouts replaced 
the hunt. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Domestication was a natural 

speciation event, not a human ac-
complishment like harnessing the 
power of fire,” says Susan Crock-
ford of the University of Victoria in 
British Columbia. “It was an inva-
sion of human spaces by wild 
things.” Humans couldn’t have 
stopped it, she says. Before dogs 
were truly embraced, they “were 
probably tolerated parasites.” 

People turning parasites into 
the first domestic dogs looked 
much like those half-wild mutts 
wandering in packs through vil-
lages in most of the developing 
world: dense-furred, golden, with 
curled tails and perked ears. Dogs 
became less wolf, more woof. 
Coats varied, and tails wagged—
early humans must have been de-
lighted at these softer, gentler 
beasts. As favored traits were bred 
for, people stretched dogs into myr-
iad shapes and sizes, molding their 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

tempers and bodies to guard, chase, 
sniff, flush, point, and more. 

Today nearly 400 breeds pull at 
the end of the human leash. New 
studies show that their DNA remains 
remarkably similar—both to wolves 
and to one another—despite all our 
meddling. Yet there’s no mistaking a 
Dachshund for a Dane, or a Chihua-
hua for a Chow Chow. Intensive se-
lective breeding has drooped ears 
and tails, molded some heads  into 
squares and pulled others long and 
sleek. Turned coats smooth or 
coarse, made legs lanky or squat, 
swapped yaps for barks, even flat-
tened muzzles for the punched-in 
look. Old timers include Huskies and 
Malamutes, Akitas, Chinese Shar-
peis, and Salukis. But most breeds 
have existed for only a few centuries 
(breed clubs got started in the 1800s, 
quickly expanding the list). Some 
varieties that we humans have de-
signed hardly seem dogs at all. From 
the right angle, in the right light, they 
might be mistaken for...dare I 
say...cats. 

Regardless in going from preda-
tor to pet, dogs have won. We feed 
our pups well, brush their coats, 
scratch their bellies, follow along 
behind with pooper-scoopers at the 
ready. We give them toys and res-
taurant treats (who ever took home a 
kitty bag?) and sweaters and blan-
kets, and they gaze back at us with 
smiling eyes and press lolling 
tongues against our hands. Very well 
trained—aren’t we? 

Franz Kafka once noted that “all 
knowledge, the totality of all ques-
tions and answers, is contained in 
the dog.” Overstatement? Perhaps 
but indeed their story is our story. We 
have walked side by side with dogs 
since the beginning. And are better 
for it. 

New research in Japan’s cat 

My dogs sleep on my bed, and not 
at the foot. I’m talking heads on pil-
lows. My sweaters are flecked with 
yellow fur and smell of slightly damp 
paws. My car is a doggone mess. Am I 
ashamed? I am not. 

I love dogs, and I’m in good com-
pany. Dogs were Homo sapiens’ first 
domesticated companions and their 
bones mingle with ours in graves at 
least 14,000 years old. Dogs and hu-
man hunter-gatherers may have 
flanked one another in the fields thou-
sands of years before that. 

Dogs love us. At least that’s what 
any modern dog owner believes. They 
act in tune with our emotions. “Their 
seeming unswerving devotion to us,” 
says anthrozoologist John Bradshaw, 
“is based on their unique sensitivity to 
each nuance of our body language.” 
Dogs can read us, he says, better than 
we read ourselves. 

But before we bonded with dogs, 
dogs were wolves. (Before they were 
wolves they were other canids, stretch-
ing back more than 40 million years to 
a weasel-like tree climber that also 
spawned cats and their kink as well as 
hyenas, raccoons, and bears.) Though 
dogs’ exact evolutionary picture re-
mains somewhat fuzzy, recent genetic 
studies suggest they share a common 
wolf ancestor from the Middle East, not 
East Asia, as was previously thought 
About five million years ago a fox-like 
North American creature named Eu-
cyon gave rise to Canis, the genus 
including modern wolves, coyotes, and 
jackals. Eucyon eventually migrated 
across Eurasia. And there’s no doubt-
ing how far one species of Canis—
Canis familiaris— has come since 
Homo sapiens turned up. Out of the 
cold, into our homes, and onto our 
laps. 

Did we set out to turn wolves soft, 
or did dogs tame us? No doubt there 
was some growling and biting on both 

DOGS:  FOREVER AT OUR SIDE 

By Jennifer S. Holland, National Geographic Special Edition 
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cafes reveals our pet felines are 

more attuned to us than we thought. 

Cats know many things: how to 
catch mice, what the sound of the can 
opener means, and even how to take 
over the internet. But the one question 
cat expert Atsuko Saito always gets is 
whether cats recognize their own 
names, an ability that’s well known in 
dogs. 

In a new study in the journal Scien-
tific Reports, the psychologist at Tokyo’s 
Sophia University showed that they do 
know their names—even when called by 
a stranger. 

Cats are Saito’s favorite animal, and 
after studying primate cognition in 
graduate school, she set her research 
sights on the oft-misunderstood pets. (Is 
everything you think about cats wrong?) 

“I love cats. They’re so cute and so 
selfish. When they want to be touched, 
they’ll come by me, but when they want 
to be left alone, they’ll just leave,” she 
says, laughing. 

Her past experiments have revealed 
cats can interpret human gestures to 
find hidden food, recognize their owner’s 
voice, and beg for food from a person 
who looks at them and calls their 
name—all of which suggested that fe-
lines know their names. 

WHAT’S IN A NAME? 
Saito and colleagues tested this 

hypothesis by observing a total of 78 
housecats and felines living in cat cafes 

in Japan. 
In the homes and cafes, the re-

searchers asked both owners and 
strangers to call a cat’s name, and then 
videotaped responses that would indi-
cate recognition, such as ear and head 
movements and tail swishing. 

The cats showed interest not only 
when their owners called their names, 
but even when strangers did. 

It’s possible cats may have learned 
to pair the sound of their name with 
rewards, such as food and petting, 
Saito explains. 

“It was a really well-done study,” 
says Jennifer Vonk, a cognitive psy-
chologist at Oakland University in Michi-
gan who wasn’t involved in the re-
search.  

Vonk has done a similar, anecdotal 
experiment with her own cats, in which 
her husband says all sorts of silly 
names in a sing-song voice to see if the 
pets respond. And they usually don’t. 

DOGS AT AN ADVANTAGE 
Even though the cats’ responses 

weren’t as enthusiastic as those of 
dogs, Saito notes that canines are liter-
ally born to respond to their names. 

For centuries, people have selec-
tively bred dogs to be obedient and 
responsive. Cats, on the other hand, 
pretty much domesticated themselves 
when wildcats followed mice and rats 
into agricultural settlements. Not only 
that, but domestic dogs have a 20,000-

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

year head start over cats. 
Also, one of the first things dogs 

learn in obedience school is how to 
answer to their name, which in turn 
makes them easier to work with and 
socialize. 

“We’re always taking dogs out 
for walks and introducing them to 
new people. And you can easily train 
dogs with treats and other rewards,” 
Vonk notes. 

“You bring cats to the lab, and 
they just freeze.” 

EVOLUTION IN PROGRESS: 
Saito notes domestic cats are 

still evolving—thanks to us. 
Until a decade or two ago, most 

pet cats spent most of their time out-
side, coming indoors only at night or 
in bad weather. 

With more and more cats spend-
ing their lives inside, in closer contact 
with humans, a cat’s ability to read 
and respond to our cues may be-
come even stronger. 

“Social evolution is an ongoing 
process,” Saito concludes. 

 

 

CATS KNOW THEIR NAMES—WHY IT’S HARDER FOR THEM THAN DOGS 
By Carrie Arnold, National Geographic, April 4, 2019 

Scratching is a natural behavior for cats. Cats scratch to stretch their muscles, she old cuticle, sharpen their claws and 
leave scent marks. Even declawed cats retain the instinct to scratch. Scratching posts ldet cats scratch while saving your fur-

niture and carpets. Consider the following factors to choose the right scratching post for your cat: 

What does your cat like to scratch?  Cats that  scratch chair legs or the corners of your couch may prefer a vertical 
scratching post. Make sure that vertical scratching posts are tall enough so that your cat can stretch up to scratch. Cats that 

scratch rugs and carpets may prefer a horizontal scratching post or mat. 

Choose a scratching post material that is similar to what your cat most likes to scratch. Most, but not all cats prefer 
scratching posts made out of rough material they shred. Sisal scratching posts are ideal because they are satisfying to 
scratch and tough enough to stand up to repeated use. Vertical or upright and horizontal or flat scratching posts are available 
in a variety of sizes and materials including sisal (a coarse natural fiber), carpet and cardboard. Be sure to get one that is  

high enough to let your cat get a good stretch, and sturdy enough not to fall over during use. 

SCRATCHING  (Indoor Cat Initiative, Ohio University) 
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Heaven knows there are a 

gazillion worthy pet organizations 

that would gladly accept dona-

tions (e.g., ASPCA, local animal 

shelters, spay and neuter clinics, 

Veterinary schools, etc.) and here 

is one more. 

My husband and I have been 

donating to WSU Veterinary 

School after an outstanding ex-

perience with our sweet Nessie. In 

a recent conversation with our 

veterinarian, a WSU alumni, we 

asked her thoughts on the various 

WSU programs to donate to. One 

is a program geared to eliminate 

rabies around the world by the 

year 2030. 

Canine-mediated human rabies 
has the highest case fatality rate of 
any known infectious disease. Rabies 
is one of the deadliest diseases on 
the planet. Each year, more than 
60,000 people die from rabies, with 
over 99% of the cases contracted 
from a dog bite. The deaths are 
mostly in Africa, India and other parts 
of Asia, and one-half of the deaths 
occur in children under the age of 16. 

The WSU Paul G. Allen School 
for Global Animal Health is working 
with international partners to elimi-
nate rabies as a cause of human suf-
fering and death as part of the Zero 
by 30 initiative. Combining game 
changing vaccine research with com-
munity-based programs, WSU leads 
in development and deployment of 
the strategies needed to eliminate 
rabies. 

Research conducted through the 
Rabies Free Africa aims to reduce the 
cost and increase the efficiency and 
effectiveness of mass-dog rabies 
vaccination programs. Our faculty are 
looking at the problem from two per-
spectives. In Tanzania, researchers 

force needs to be mobilized for vacci-
nating dogs in developing countries. 
The work of the WSU Rabies Vacci-
nation Program focuses on research 
to decrease the average cost of im-
plementing vaccination campaigns 
and to design strategies that will en-
able countries to complete rabies 
elimination campaigns. 

 
THE SOLUTION 
 
To reach the goal of eliminating 

human death from canine rabies by 
2030, the global focus needs to be on 
decreasing cost of vaccinating dogs 
and increasing access. The imple-
mentation of programs requires in-
volvement from governments. The 
likelihood of investment will increase 
with proven strategies that are avail-
able and relevant for the countries 
impacted most by the disease. The 
Rabies Free Africa team will continue 
to discover ways to decrease the cost 
of mass-dog vaccinations and refine 
country and continent-wide programs 
that make the best use of limited re-
sources. 

Mass dog vaccination is the most 
cost effective way to achieve the goal 
of elimination rabies as a human 
health concern. 

However, that is not the full 
scope of the program. Going forward, 
they will be sharing other aspects of 
the program that relate to helping 
dogs live longer and treating bite vic-
tims. By increasing the lifespan of 
dogs, the likelihood of maintaining the 
70% canine vaccination rate in a 
community increases. When people 
receive access to post-rabies care, 
they are more likely to not only sur-
vive, but also become local advo-
cates for vaccination programs. 

This is a very interesting and 
worthwhile program. 

focus on questions related to the vac-
cine, its efficacy under different storage 
and distribution conditions to deliver the 
vaccine at scale across remote land-
scapes. In Kenya, the focus is on strate-
gies and tools countries can use to de-
sign mass-dog vaccination campaigns 
and surveillance for rabies in people 
and their animals where limited, or no, 
resources have been previously de-
ployed. The effort to improve human 
health is supported by MSD Animal 
Health/Merck Animal Health who, since 
2003, have provided over a million 
doses of rabies vaccines free of charge 
to the Rabies Free Africa program and 
have provided direct funding for Rabies 
Free Tanzania research work investi-
gating vaccine delivery strategies. 

 
THE PROBLEM: 
 
The vaccine to prevent rabies has 

been around for over 100 years. It is a 
proven method for preventing both hu-
man and canine rabies. That is why 
human death from canine rabies in the 
developed world is virtually nonexistent. 
The challenge arises in countries with 
insufficient veterinary infrastructure and 
finance investments  required to vacci-
nate enough dogs to break rabies trans-
mission chains. 

To achieve the goal identified in the 
Zero by 30 Campaign, three factors 
will be important. First, the average cost 
of vaccinating dogs must decrease. 
Second, the number of vaccines avail-
able for vaccinating dogs needs to in-
crease and reach areas endemic for 
rabies. Finally, the Animal Health work 

RABIES FREE AFRICA 

Cynthia Daniels and Washington State University (WSU) Veterinary School 
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Volunteer Pet Care 
 
Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) began in 2007 after then new resident George Walling used the 
reader board to invite residents to his home to talk about a pet care co-op.  While PPP has grown 
from its humble beginnings, caring for all of the pets on campus remains the center of its mission. 
 
After we have lived at Panorama for awhile, our pets have generally introduced us to people they 
would love to have as a walker or sitter.  But when new residents first arrive, it can be challenging to 
identify a “Pet Buddy” for emergency situations.   
 
For all offers of assistance, please be respectful and ask about compensation.  
 
If you are unsuccessful in in securing assistance from the volunteers below, please call or email 
Richard Friedman at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net. A review of our database can often provide 
just the connection you need. 
 
If you wish to volunteer, please contact Richard Friedman rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to indicate 
your interest.  Thank you to the new volunteers below, as well as those who have provided several 
years of service. 

Our Friends on the Rainbow Bridge 
 

 
Deb Creveling    5628 
Bonnie Erickson     5054 
Jan Gilmore     5755 
Lin Hampton     5037 
Rich Kalman     5554 
Joyce Moss     5667 
Rudy Ressler             5734 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
Mary-Wales North    5687 
Mike Willis     5336 
 

LaceyDogWalkers.com  

 

Walkies!  
Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 

Cat Sitting 
 

Carl Clinesmith    5508 
Lynn Elliott                  5912 
Robin/Bill  Hunt    5760 
Mavis Johnson     5333 
Linda Landig     5135 
Jerry Nelson               5580 
Karen Romanelli    5671 
Mary Ann Spahr    5907 
 

Donna Sorenson 

Cats Only 
870-2789 

Walkies! Karen Beacham 
Olympia, WA  98501 
250-3181 

Dog Sitting 

Jan Gilmore                5755 
Rich Kalman                5554 
Mary McAfee               5410  

In-Home Pet Sitting 

 Lori McKinstry, Pet Nanny: In-home pet-sitting, dog 
walking, vet and grooming visits. (541) 218-6965      
lorimckinstry15@yahoo.com 

 Emily Dixon,360-870-2889 

Dog Walking Pet Sitting 

Duke Michael 

mailto:maurie@melaufer.com
http://www.laceydogwalkers.com/
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Pet Care Resources 

The following local businesses and websites have been recommended by PPP members.  Click on link 
or browser search, as some website names have been abbreviated.  Please contact Richard Friedman  
at 5471 or rafriedman@sbcglobal.net to add your favorite business to the list. 

BluePearlVet.com 
Specialty & Emergency Hospital 
5608 S. Durango St. 
Tacoma, WA  98409 
253-4740791 
 

Companion Veterinary  

Hospital 

5710 Ruddell Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-455-8090 

 

Dermatology Clinic 

8300 Quinault Dr. NE, Suite A 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-350-4756 

 

Eye Clinic for Animals 

3230—14th Avenue NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-0931 
 

FarmhouseVet.com 

7602 Steilacoom Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5684 
 

Hawks Prairie Veterinary 

Hospital  

8919 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-6556 
 

Healthy Pets Animal  

Hospital 

2022 E 4th Ave 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-943-8900 

 
 

 

FluffyandFloyd.com 

5211 Capitol Blvd SE 
Tumwater, WA  98501 
360-584-9500 

MudBay.com 

8909 Martin Way E 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-459-9200  and 
5500 Corporate Center Lane. 
SE 
Lacey WA 98503 
360-810-888 
 

ThePetWorks.net 

407 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-489-0134 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

 

MountainViewVet.com 

4620 Whitman Lane SE 
Lacey, WA  98513 
360-438-9623 

 

OlympiaPetEmergency.net 

3011 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA  98501 
360-455-5155 

OlympiaVeterinaryCancer-

Center.com 

115 Eastside St SE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-339-3596 
 

Olympia Veterinary Hospital 
155 Division 
Olympia, WA   
360-352-7561 
 

Chambers Prairie Animal 
Hospital 
3100 Yelm Highway 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-491-3800 
 
SVSvets.com 
Seattle Veterinary Specialists 
805 Madison St., Suite 100 
Seattle, WA  98104 
206-624-9111 

 

SouthBayVet.com 

3600 S Bay Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-456-7387 

Veterinary Services 

Healing Touch 

Dr Wanda Buckner 

2307 Lilly Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-491-3187 

Pet Supplies 

Healing Energy 

VCA Lacey Animal Hos-

pital 

4242 Pacific Ave SE 
Lacey, WA 98503 
360-491-3960 

 

YourHousecallVet.net 

3209 Harrison Ave NW #175 
Olympia, WA 98502 
360-786-6536 

http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.companionveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.farmhousevet.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.hawksprairieveterinaryhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.healthypetsanimalhospital.com
http://www.fluffyandfloyd.com
http://www.mudbay.com
http://www.thepetworks.net
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.mountainviewvet.com
http://www.olympiapetemergency.net
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.olympiaveterinaryspecialists.com/cancer-center-home.php
http://www.southbayvet.com
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://chooseenergytherapy.com/energy-healing/methods/for-animals/
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.vcahospitals.com/lacey
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
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Baroo Pet Spa 

2911 Marvin Rd NE 
Olympia, WA  98516 
360-489-0106 

 

Canine Chateau  

1227 Sleater-Kinney Rd SE 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-459-7570 

 

Capitol City Grooming  

1720 4th Ave E 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-360-754-4767 
 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

Dogwoods Play and Stay 

5706 Keating Rd NW 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-866-7290 

 

FriendlyGrove.com 

2901 Friendly Grove Rd 
Olympia, WA  98506 
360-352-1322 

 

FidosFarm.com 

9829 Evergreen Valley Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-866-8347 

 

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 

 

LeadMeOn.com 

7400 Meridian Rd SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 

Northwind Pet Care Center 

9902 Yelm Hwy SE 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-456-5631 

KittyKlinic.com 

4411 Lacey Blvd 
Lacey, WA  98503 
360-456-5603 

Dogs Love School 

September Morn 
Olympia, WA  98502 
360-432-3633 

 

Lead Me On Training 

Ursula Pettyjohn 
Olympia, WA  98513 
360-878-8407 

 
Human Animal 

Solutions 

Ann Howie LICSW, 

ACSW 
Lacey, WA  98516 
360-493-2586 
 

Petamorphosis 

Debbie Lewis 
Olympia, WA   
360-556-9925 

Dog Boarding/Daycare 

Cat Boarding 

Dog Grooming  

 
Linda Herrick     5710 

Dog Training 

PET CARE RESOURCES  (Continued) 

Dog Grooming (Cont) 

Petsmart 

719 Sleater-Kinney 
Lacey, WA  98504 
360-493-0228 

Cat Grooming    

GratefulDogs.net 

1010 Homann Dr SE 
Olympia, WA  98501 
360-438-2284 
 

Aussie Pet Mobile 

Scott Lankford 
Mobile Pet Grooming 
253-292-0331 
slankord@aussiepetmobile.com 
www.petgroomingtacoma.com 

Pet Newsletters 

Pet Connection Magazine 

www.petconnectionmagazine. 
com 
(360) 507-4251 
(425) 985-2872 

Pet Health Websites 

www.PetAdvisor.com 

www.DogFooAdvisor.com 

www.PoisonedPets.com 

www.VetStreet.com 

www.NoseToToes.com 

Pet Fostering/Adoption 

Old Dog Haven 

P.O. Box1409 
Oak Harbor, WA 98277 
206-280-7614 

http://www.caninechateaugrooming.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=50&Itemid=56
http://www.dogwoodsplayandstay.com
http://www.friendlygrove.com
http://www.fidosfarm.com
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/#!boarding/ca4p
http://www.northwindpetcarecenter.com/
http://www.kittyklinic.com
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.humananimalsolutions.com
http://www.leadmeontraining.com/
http://www.gratefuldogsllc.net
http://www.dogsloveschool.com
http://www.yourhousecallvet.net
http://www.petadvisor.com
http://www.dogfoodadvisor.com
http://www.poisonedpets.com
http://www.vetstreet.com
http://www.nosetotoes.com
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PANORAMA PET PARTNERS 

1751 Circle Lane SE 

Lacey  WA  98503 

 

MISSION STATEMENT 

Panorama Pet Partners supports the well being 
of residents and their pets. 

 

STATEMENT OF PURPOSE 

Panorama Pet Partners (PPP) provides a 
venue for residents to exchange information 
regarding all aspects of pet care, including, but 
not limited to (1) volunteers for pet sitting and 
dog walking, (2) preparation for campus natural 
disasters or storm emergencies, and (3) avail-
able veterinarians, boarding kennels, pet sit-
ting, dog walkers, trainers and pet supply 
stores.  Additionally, PPP manages the off-
leash dog parks and develops new programs 
benefiting a majority of pets and their owners.   

 

FINANCIAL PROCEDURES 

Members are not assessed dues.  Voluntary 
donations are accepted and may be invited 
from time to time to support Board approved 
projects.  PPP is Resident Council-
sponsored activity. 

 

OPERATING PROCEDURES 

PPP is governed by a Board of Directors.  

Membership Meetings are held quarterly in 
the third month of the calendar quarter. 
 

 


